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EDITORIAL

By more or less of a soncorted bit of aeotion, I ®as drafted intp the edlter-
ship cf Shangri-lfaffairee, in order to get the thirg out beforu fanbm forgnt
that 14 ever put out a club mag. This typer is utterly unfamiliar to me, 1t being
MoroJjo's, and specks Esperanto only,

This is practically my final offering o the
fan ematour publishing field. Aside fmm enother zmnll parphlet of verse by
Jimny Kepner, and an item “y Fywert Kinge, we hcve sompletely rotired from the
MOMI’; and will henceforth devote ourselves entirely to wvarious fields of re-
gearch,

It has becn soms time since we tried our hand at putting out a news mag,
and en reflectizn find this ene to %o sort of a hotech-pot of miscellany. But we
enjoyed puttipg it out, and hope thet you enjay reading it.

Toure sinceroly,
Arthur Louls Joquel, II

LAST MINUTES KEW AND STUFF .

That the LASFS is far from a demise is shown by the
list ef new members that have joinod sinea the firet of the ysar. Cherlee Burbee
i1a an eld-time romnder and stf enthusinst, who until a fow monthc ago hed never
run across rnother fan; Glen Daniecls and Karl Welsh, whose talcnts run malnly in
the field of the finer arts; James Hummel, up-and-coming chemlst; Landls Evarson
and Cnlvin J %itt, hoth newcomers tn the fields and Hecrold L Chambers, who oan
¢lain relationship te the femous fantasy author, ksbert W Chamtors. Thoe ol-b can
also 1a¥ claim te having one of the youngest dues-paying mambsrs in stfandonm ir

e

Jeannette Crozetti, five yenrs old, dcughter of Laura Crozetti, editoress of
Verue, super fomme which, if rdvance proofs are uny indicetion, will cause a

furore in fandom when completed.
Contrery to rumor, Jimmy Kepner 1s £till a dues
paying member of the LASFS.

And spesking of sotifens, Cpl Forry the "Ack-ick" has
been yary active lately...on an infiltration sourse, Thia is & mentnl conditiomn-
ing tost to adapt soldlers to steady heads under fire; or, as Forry deseribes it,
"a poor mants blitzkrieg." It seems the #2 face wae subjocted to live fire from
machineguns and crawled about 60 yards in and out of shell holes and under barited
wire rnd around expleding land mines, "Yore fun than n barrel of knanvesj" de-
clared the vet,

Cever on this i:sh is of our esteemed pew direotor, Malter Jaomes
Daugherty. ¥alt was agein eloctad to the jod on March 16, 1944. Sketoh was made
by Ron Clyme, publisher of the Yallagog Srith portfolio.

Just £5 this stenell 1s
baing cut, in walk S/Sgt warren Oswvald and his wife, Belle. Kruown as "0Ozzie" in
the old deys, ho #was a membor for a year céuring tho olubls sojurn in Clifton's
Brown Room.

When Alojo showed up at the clutroom with e movic camera, Forrie
took a gigantio stack of magazines and started to to photopgraphed walking down
the sidewnlk in e characteristiec cttitude. Thinpps wont fine until the stack got
slightly sidcwise, and as a result ragazines worg scatterod for what secmad to
be miles along Bilxel Street.






SEVERAL APPRLCIATIONS
of
PAUL FRiEZAFER

(1916-1544)

It wns a source of deepost rogret to learn of the death of Paul
Freehafer. On my vis=it to L.A. I recall meeting him., That was the
tiie he was messing around with a stencil snd the mimee machine,
grary time I saw him he wore slroks, end he remindod me a lot of
the perennial sports wearer, Bing Crosby. I agrec that hie loss 1s
one of the bigeest lossos to Stfandom. In this parting note on a
grcat stfan, I wish te say--he was onc swoll guy, whom we all in
fandom will miss

—John Cunningham

And now - you're pgone.
But in your pgoinp you have left
A wealth of memories for us.
VWie look — not at tha greatness
of yoursclf
But remembur — thu small things
that you have dons.

Woe seu the lowu of humankind,
The total growth of man,
Wo foul the musie of your soul
Reaoh out ard envelope us.
Wo hoar the music of your wolceo
delding out 1lts warmth to us.
All thego - we remember,
And drew you claosor, though
Actuslly you've gono,
—Glon Danicls

L

The other night I attendod the Philharmonic Auditorium. I
lookud around to aec if 1 eould find Paul Frechafor, I couldn!'t
fipd him. It vas the first timo I had bocn te tho Fhil, snd net
found Paul somewhore in tho audicnec, he lowud the theatro, ballet
and musio s0 much. I didn't know of courso what I know now. I
didn't know that Paul Frechafcr wouldn't be ooming to the Philhar-
monic anymore. I only wish I eould howe stun Paul onco more snd
thanked him for buing suech a liberal, intelligent man. I belicwe he
wns the finest person who cwer joined thu elub, bar nonc — ho suemed
to have & gruat woulth of understonding, his knowlcdge of saienco
and litoraturv was phunomonol. He loved good musies thoure wero mony
nights I spent at nis horw listuning to Tsohnikowsky, Bucthoven,
Rochmanineff. Paul hcd a gubstential, uncmotionnl and intclligent
appronch to fendom cnd scivnco-fiction, Thorcts nmothing any of us
aen soy now, but I'm cortzin Poul know how much we cll loved him,

—Rey Breddury



-

Directors go and directors come, so Paul Freehafer went
Jimmy Kepner took over on Hovember 11, 1943. Unfortiurately, around
this time a number of members became dissatisfied vith their in-
ability to manipulate the LASFS, and a few of them resigned, shortly
aftervard to attempt the founding of a group called the Knanves.

Back in the LASFS, life went gaily on. Several new members
came in from time to time, and, as usual, the red tape rolled on.
A new series of programs materialized, so that, at long last, the
eludb got in the habit of having a planned program almost every
Thursday. VWhich was really en accomplishment in Shangri-IA.

The first program was a talk given by Mike Fern on Amateur
Radio. He discussed the possibilities of the post-war use of this
facility by fen, and the problems which would confront a fan group
if they wanted to put on a program or hold a two-way conversation
with angther ¢lub. \Yith the amateur bands already crowded, Fern
indicated that considerable difficulty might arise for any 'elub
that desired to own and operate its own two-way short-wave radio.

- A week later, 4e and Mike gave a report on the Second Staple-
con, which 4e haé sponsored in San Francisco.

The next meeting was an open forum on the subject of the var-
ious Superman stories. Thc members had been looking forward to this
for some time, and it developed into one of the most interesting
discussions ever held at the LASFS. TFor about an hour, such stories
as SLAN, DARKER THAN YOU THINK, RUT WiTHOUT HORNS, ODD JOHN THE NEW
ADAM, THE HEMPDENSHIRE VIONDER, and THE GLADNTATOR were argued over,
with occaSional interjectlions such as Artur'Blord and the H;per-
boreans of Norman Lindsey, After some time, the talk drifted from
Tfictional supermen to the possible present existence of actual
supermen on the earth today. Lveryone was trying to get in their
own ideas in ahead of everyone else, and six-fingered men, two-
hearted individuvals and others (see JV/Campbell'!s "We're Not Al
Human" for more detalils) when Art Joquel astounded the group by
putting in the question of whether sexual inverts might be some
sort of human mutants., After a long moment of dead silemce, the
club recovered enough from the shock of hearing such & topic men-
tioned in public to discuss some of the theories which have been
advanced to explain the existence of homesexuality, The majority
of those present seemed to agree that inversion was usually duo to
mal-adjustment in infancy, but Joquel steadfastly maintained that
the "third sex" was the most prominent example of human nmutation
now extant.

Among the Supermnan stories, 0DD JOHN was believed by a number
of fen to be the best. The ideas of the futility of the fore-run-
Neérs of the Super Race trying to remake the world unless their num-
bers and powers were such as to overcome the human race, of the
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likelihood of the advent of mutants among us of higher calibre than
the human race, anéd the theories about the human race itself grad-
ually z2acending by an infinite sceries of minor mutations were among
the vearious idcas exprecsed.

The next discussion was on Synthetie Life. The discussion was
far from being as lively as the previous onc, as most of it was
taken up with various un-authoritative theories, and with Tar-+*oo-
many far-too-brief mentions of such stories as mentioned synthetie
life.

Then the club took up Time Travel. No one carcd to demonstrate,
80 we mercly had a very intercsting discussion. Several stories
were mentioned and discussed, and there was a bit of discussion on
the sideways-in-time theory. The item that possibly Nostradamous
had been a genuine time-traveller waw resurrected, Tragedy of the
evening occurred when it was discovered that the Street & Smith mag
which had chronicled the only known instance of time travel {that
which occurred in the Versailles garden) was lost, strayed or stolen
from the c¢lub library, and no one had thought to bring a copy.

The -next meeting was taken up with a Christmaa party of sorts.
Presents, such as toy telescopes, AMAZING QUARTERLIES (the really
amazing ones—Ziff-Davis, not Gernsback)} and other equally valuable
things were exchanged. Several horrible originals were also gotten
rid of by their various owners.

Next being the last meeting of the year, the regular annuval
election took place. Xepner was nominoted, but declined and in-
stead nominated Fran Lanecy for dircctor. KXecpner's supporters re-
fused to be so easily squelched, and Jimmy had to run anyway. The
first ballot, the votes werc tied, Both crndidates gave campaign
talks, and eech one recommended@ the other for the office (in case
you think they were dopes; just iry being director of the LASFS
sometime). Second ballot, again a tie vote. More talking. On the
third vallot, Laney was ahead, but two votes were missing. Kepner
suggested that he and Laney alternate in office like the Roman
Conculate system operated. A co-directorship was also proposed.
About this time Walt Deugherty rose up in wrath and started one of
his spe tacular exits, but was cajoled back for a final voting.
This time, Laney and Kepner both changing their votes and voting
for Laney, the evening was brought to an hilarious conclusion.

A Tew meetings later there was another open forum, this one on
such things as the purpose of fen and fandom, Albert DePinats
presence and contributions addcd much to the discussion. The even-
ing was marked by the unfortunate advent of a visitor with almost
no knowledge of stf and fandom, but with longwinded powers of con-
versabion that would put any fan to shame. After sufficient fen
had been able to get in words edgewise, it became apparent thut the
majority of the'Lafans had become somevhat cynical &bout the "pur-
posc" of fandom, and its ability to ever accomplish anything as a
group. Individuals who were actually getting results were mention-
ed, but the glowing dream of a united findom rising to lead the race
foreward to a better world of the futurc vias dismisced as so much
idle chatter by most of thosc present.
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LETTER FROM THE COSHMO3 CLUB
Enpland, August 4, 1943

Creetings from the Cosmos Club to the Las Angeles Science Fan-
tasy Society — greetings and the very best of thanha Tfrom all the
Cosmopolites!,..

The Cosmos Club is founded on a Library system, and was only in-
corvorated when the war made the purchase of Amerlcan sf magazines
impoasible thru the normal channels. But it is quite true to say
that if it had not been for our grand friends in thc United States,
there viould be no club today... Then you folks came to the rescue,
and as a result, the Club, which numbered about ten in membership at
that time has now passed its quarter century of members, and is
flourishing in a way never dreamed of by any of us in the older days.

Just recently it has Peen our very great pleasure to hear from
your ex-President, Gus Willmorth, who has landed on these shores. We
are hoping to be able to meet Gus personally before long. (Ed, note:
They have—several times.) We hope that any other Angelinos who
may arrive over here will also let us know that they are here, so
that we can play some little part in implementing the sincere friend-
ship that has grown up bctween the two Clubs.

Thank you-all very much indeed, When the halycon days of peace
are here again, we hope the two clubs will still be able to walk
hand in hand to even greater peaks of achievement, but then with
Cosmonglig doing its full share of the work rather than, as now,
siftlng back and reading with the greatest contenement and aaying
"Thank-you" every now and then!

Very sincerely yours,

. THE "COSMOPOLITTES
Ul 4
\)( Dq "C‘)‘\qﬂm
|

SHANGRI-IA INSIDE OUT 1S§121. (Concluded)

And then we had a new member rise and shine, as at the next
meeting, when James Hummell led a discussion on the future of chem-
istry. The discussion centered around plastics and sulfa drugs.

A Tew meetlngs later, Joquel gave a talk on methods of divina-
tion, as used in both ancient and modern times. He recountecd & num-
ber of humerous incidents resulting from efforts to foretell the
future, and exhibited a deck of Tarot cards, designed especially for
divination.

The following time, Sam Russell led a discussion on the two
latest issues of Astounding, Prepzration Tor the forum had neces-
sitated that a number of mcmbers actuelly read a stf mag for a
change!

Other discussions are planned for coming meetings.
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Auctions in the LASFS have always been something of an event,
and when an entire fan collection goes on the block, things are go-
ing to happen—but fast) The events described below did not all
occur the same evening—the auctioning took three nights—nor are
the words verbatum or the-persons strictly adhered to. But the
incidents really occurred, and are typical of most LASFS auctions,

Walt Daugherty takes the gavel, holds up a book. "Here we have
a copy of 'John Silence, Physician ﬁxtraordinary" by Algernon Black-
wood., Very extraordinary. How much—"

"Ten cents," from Brown.

"Two bits"—de,

"Thirty-five," from Fern.

"Hmmm-—1looks good," quoth Valt., "Let me look at it,"

Daugherty buries his nose in the book. Mesnwhile the bidding
gees on, "Fifty." "Sixty-five.," "Seventy-five." "Eighty." "“One
dollar.”

Walt looks up. "Good book," he says. "I'll bid forty myself."

Screams resound throughout the clubroom. "Y“You'!ll have to add a
dollar to that, Walt," someone says. "“The bidding went to a dollar
twenty-five while you examined iti"

Next time, Dauvgherty is wiser. While the bids rise spontan-
eously, he waves the gavel gracefully, like an orchestra conductor,
encouraging now this one, now that, with pointings of his baton.
When the bidding stops suddenly in mid flirht, he glares wrathfully
at the members. "The idea! Here I was worklng up to a besutiful
crescendo, and the woodwinds stop playing!®

A copy of "Caesar's Column" by Donnelly comes up, Walt holds
it aloft,

"Fifty cents," says Mike Fern.
?Fourty-five," says Mel Brown.

"Fifty," Mike says again, but Daugherty does not hear him,
"Forty-five I hear," he calls.

Annoyed by Walt's accepting the lower bid, "Forty," Mike bids.
Someone else take up the game, "Thirty-five." "Twenty."™ The

bottom drops out of the market until someone yells, "Itll take it
for nothing." But the end is not in sight. "Minus five cents" is
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bid. "TIifteen Chinese Yen," "Zighty-seven Wheetons." "What," Alcjc
La:nfu.y laguires, "ig & wheevoz?" M"A Minneapolis car token and
a Louluenorese delliar,™

Eventually the biddins rights itcelf, and the price returns Lo
forty-rive cents and sticzs. Whea Paul Freﬂhafer takes the buok,

Mik2 slewly rises, waiks nver, and drops five pennies into the hand
of ke book's forner owner,

"Conscience money," he explains,

Another time, the bidding gets along a ways, when Walt taokes
a notion to examine this bookx as well, just as Mike blds two-Dits.
Silence for a moment.

"Thirty cents," calls Mike.

Walt still looks at the book,

"Thirty-five," says Mike,

Morc slilence from Daugherty.

“Forty," yells Mike., At which Walt looks up.

"Go on, Mike, you're doing fine," he says. "You've raised
yourself four times already!™

Fantastic prices often are paid for items, The first copy of
Unknown brought $1.60, the seccnd and seventh went for £1,20 each.
A copy of "Vathek" hy Beckford brought $2.45, "Lilith" by George
Sterling sold for $1.45. "Vicible and Invisible" vy Benson was
auctioned for $2.30, "The Godidess of Atvataopar," an interior-of-
the earth yarn printed in 1892, went for $3,65.

Fan mags go for good prices, such as three issues of Dradbury's
"Futuria Fantasia" which sold for $1.50, and the first issue of Tom
Wrightt!s "Starlight," taken at 90¢,

All in all, never a‘'dull morent passes when Daugherty wields
the gavel and books, fmz, and originals start changing hands.

NEW STF GAME DIVISCD BY LASFS

Originated by 4e Ackerman, a new way to while away evenings 1s
belng tried by the LASFS. A person takes a stf mag at random from
the library, holding it so that no onc else can sce the date or the
cover, and then starts describing the cover to the rest of the fen.,
The general outline of the picture is told first, then the details
are given. If no one is adble to guess the story that the cover il-
lustrates, the cover is foldcd back and the first interior illus-
tration is describoed. The person who first pguesses correctly the
name of the story is next to take a turn at the describing of an- -
other cover, It's fun, but fen find cut that a lot of covers aro
amazingly similar when it comes to dcscribing them,
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T@e article below was3 origirally written for p.ablication in the
bullevin of FULURTSIARCIL. on ecrganization which was planned bty a
groun ot fen in los Avocies tec Uy to accomplish some serious re-
Seareh work along vartous }iies, Wien the project was abandoned,
this article had clrealy bacn written and the stencil cut. So as
nov to lose the material, we have salvaged the ster :il and present
it here as being of possible intercst to fandom.

SEVAINY-I IV YFARS CF TR Tt

A RBric? Report of the
Parcpsycholegy and Paychonetrics Research Division

nTelepathy itself was unknown ss a demonctrable fact bafore 1832," states E. J.
Dingvall in his introduetion to "Teclepathy and Cleirvoyance" by Rudolf Tischner.
Whet Mr, Dinmwall really meant to =ay waos that the first recor’'ed experiments in
nthought-reacing," as tke svbject wac known at that time, were set forth ip print
for an unprejudiced examination.

In the "Procoedings of theo Society for Psychieal Rosearch,” volumae I, page 13,
may be found "First Revort on Thousht-Reading," writton hy Professor W, F. Barrett,
Mr, Edmund Curney, amd Mr. F. W. H. Mycrs. The vritors stated: "The present {1882)
state of scientifiec opinion throushout the world i= not only hostile to any bolief
in the ponsibility of transmitting e £ingle mental concopt,...but...is hostilo even
to any inguiry on thec matter.®

Fram 1882 to the presont, hundreds of booke, pumphlote ard articlos have bocn
writton on tho ability of onc mind to project 1ts thoushts to anothor, and dozons
of thoories have beon sot forth to ceeount far cueh nhonomena. S. A. Weltmer in

his book "Telepathy amd Thou ht-Transfer:nce,” rublishcd in 1902, postulated a
"thought ntmosphore" throush which idess eculd be comdneted.

Tho Socisty for Puychiceul Roceerck: has for nany years found telepathy to be a
fascinating subject for recearch, thoush one on which few membars aeem to ssree.
"Can Telepathy Explain?™ by Minot J Ssvare, ovublished in 1902, "...Spirituelisnm..."
by Edward T Bernett, printed after 1905, and "Telepathv—teamine and Fraudulent®
by W. W. Baggally, puhliched in 1918, (the lmntter two with introduvotions by Sir
Oliver Lodge) are good examples of this perioecd.

Tischner'!s "Telepathy and Clairvorance" espneared in 1925, and may bo said to be
one of the landmarks in tolepathic recearch. Doteiling a scries of exrcriments thet
were conducted over a poriod oi' twclve yoors, it contributed materielly to the rd-
vanecmont of the subject. "Montal Redio,” by novclist Upton Sineleir, brousht a
pomular description of telepathie vowers before the public in 1930. Im 1931, Dr.
T. Fukurai published his "Clairvoy:nce & Thou;htosrnphy," the -esults of twenty
yeers of recearch.

"New Frontiers of the Mind" by J, B. Rhine, the story of “he Duke University
Experiments in Telepnthy, plus the radio sessions in tolepethy of that pariod,
Bgein brought the idea to tho fore. Rene Warecollior's "Exporinents in Telepathy"®
followed, a yesr later. "Goonctrie Tolepathy™ by Lilian Spencer Thompson made sane
valuable contributions to tho thcary in 1929, while "Telepathy—In Soarch of o Lost
Faculty," by Eileen J. Garrctt added more data in 1941. "Thou:hte Throurh Spaco,"
by Wilkins and Shorman, is tho most rccent outstnanding book to appoar on a ~ubjoet
whiech, though under investipation sinco Profescor Darrett rend a paper before a
jesring sroup of British sclmtiets in 1576, 16 still in the roslm of the unproven.
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The LASFS has met in so many different places that it would be
senseless to try and enumerate them, but the @main point of it all is,
that at last, after several very eventful years of activ;ty, the club
has settled into a very fine clubroon. Situated at 6374 South Bixel,
it is in somewhat of an ideal location as far as transportation i s
concerned. Two apartment houses combined into one large, well-built,
and fireproof brick building hover over it, and on each side, A plate
glass door and a large display window with two small side windows end
a glass transom make up the frontel appearance of the local Society,
Altheda Slate, sister of  former member Eleanor O'Brien, has painted
the c¢lub emblem, our name, end list of activities on our large display
window,

Thefact that the room was formerly a bteauty shop is advanteageous
one way, There ecre twelvs electrie plug-ins and sockets around t h e
room at even intervals, A large closet houses the mimeograph and the
mimeograph supplies, Out of the treessury, we purchased some venetian
blinds for the door end the window, plus & large rug for the floor and
twenty metal chairs, A large dey couch with mettress has been doneted
and blankets have been loaned for same to house end bed any fan w h 6
arrives from out of town, &nd nceds a place to stay for a day or s o,
Many local fans as well as out-of=towners have taken edvantage of this
convenicnce, Three large book-cases, built by Daugherty, adorn on e
side of the room,

When the elubroom was first investigated ' by Morojo and Daugherty
it was noted that the place needed painting and the rcnt needed reduc-~
ing to meet a budget, This was accomplished with the help of our
swell landlady,

The room 1is about twenty feet wido and thirty feet long, with a
high cciling., The floor is painted grey, with a crear colored wa 1l 1
and blue trim, Blue molding, about eight fect high around the room,
supports a large variety of scicence fictional original illustretions
end covers, Vell represented are the works of Dold, Cartier, -Paul,
Hunt, Wesso, Krupa, and Tom Wright, Severnl high powered lights, with
silver tips to assure indireet lighting, keep the room well illuminet-
ed at all times,

Recent installation of a telephone has been a great convenience
to the club for outgoing cells, es well as for members outside to con-
tact the club at any time of dey or night. Many types of queer calls
have been nade and received, The biggest surprise enll of them a 1 1
was the Thuradey night mceting that was interrupted (rleasurably) by a
phone call from Slan Shack, in Battle Creek, ilichigan, The phone is
one of the wall types and hengs in the reaor of the roon with en impos-
1ist of local fans! numbers slightly over it,

The activity, I should say "THE ACTIVITY" of the group has reach-
ed a new high lately, Publicvations literally keep the mimeograph hum-
ning and hardly an evening passes but whet the club is a veritable bee
hive of activity of one ectivity or another,



THE TELEPHONICON
{As reported by an ear-witness)

"Battle Creek calling LASFS! This li Slan Shack 1?

Thus dramatically might a 2000 mlle telephone call have heen com-
pleted 1rom Ashiey to Ackerman. But since Widner's insislence upon
accuracy In tan reporting rather than Imaginative elaboration, |11/
give a slug-by=-slug account, uncolored by journalistic libertles...

Quotatians, ot course, are not to be <considered as gospel: the
reporter did not gpersonally engage In all conversations, and at any
ratz was not llistening with a mind to recording, as he has teen re-
quested to do, several days later. (With the added detractioen of com-
posing 1n a roomtul ot actifans with chattering typewriters and jaw-
bones and & radloc opera-ing, and | don't mean op2rating.)

O, well, the hellck with the preamble; and, In the Immortal words
of Russell: "“Have at Thee, Knanves "

¥* 3 ¥

About 8 olclock the club phone rang on the meeting nlte of Thurs.
4 Nov. 143. The meetling was not quite yet ofiiclally In motion. Mlke

Fern answered. "pgattle Creek?™ he sald. Qulet teill. "1tvs Battle
Creek," he sald out of the corner of his mouth. Then he hung up and
announced the call would be cantinued shortly.

Little seemed te be thot of the matter. No preparatlions were
made {or questions to be asked or a tentative |ine-up of tans in case
the call actually did come thru. | don't think many--including me--
took 1t very seriously. Too many natienal and local hoaxes lately.
Ackerman reported nearing New York, that type of thing.

When the phone did ring again, Mlke got it agaln, the group qui=
efed down again, and he repeated, several times, "Mlke Fern...Mlke
Fern." Apparently the party at the other end was not tamillar with
thlis former Frisco fan. Finally somecone, "faorry, you take 1t."

| ran over t» the instrument, sald "Hello," a volce announced,
"This 1Is Slan Shack!", | sald, "O2", he said, "This is Al Ashley,"
| sald, for no good reason that | know, except perhaps because 1tls
one of my nlcknames, "This !s Ackle--Ackle."

Interrupted a lush femlinline voice, "Hello, Forry Darllin', this 1s
RuTa-blu. How are yout" "Really?2" | repllied, wuncertaln whether [t
were so or Walt had just rigged wup with his glrl trlend Tilly [!'m
talking about Daugherty at this point, not Liebscher) te pull a gag.

| continued, "1 guess | won!t know for a week or soa whether thls Is
$0." "Huh?" huhhed Abby. "Therzl're so many hoages lately," | ex=-
plalned. | den't recall just what she sald to that. Anyway, as | bz-
gan to belleve 1t all and make strange gurgling nolises, she sald, "Do
you sound as astonished as you sound?" | probably dld.

By this time other tans were beginning to gather 'round. rhil

/O



had penclled a nete, "Ask Is Olile there?" Abby to!d me no, Saarl had
had to lecave the day betore.

{{Author's Note--"author" with quotes: One week has passed since
the words on the preceding page were composed. Slnce then my memory
of the occaslon has badly decomposed. And none of the Ilocal zombles
who participated In the memorable call are here In Carnegie Hall at
the present time to check wlith...)])

| believe 1 relinquished the phone to Phil, who talked to--Tucker
-=] think. No, now that | re-think, | bzlleve It was Bruce who talked
te Tucker. Unless he was talking +to Ashley, and Tucker butted In.
Probably after thls article 1s all thru and publlished, someone--maybe
on the other end ot the llne--wlll have to re-write the whole thing,
correcting my many lncorrectlons.

Yerke: "Huh? How's that? Nol! s that detinite? Has 1t been
verifled?" He was reterlng to an unconiirmed rumor about Claudegler.

Wal t Daugherty took over to talk to Ashley and Tucker brilefly a=-
bout fan organization plans he had lorwarded to me to read. That Is,
| had expected to make 1t to the Michlcan, and Walt had alrmall spec-
laled a long letter +to me ¢/o Ashley, to be read to the conventlon,
with var lous elaborations which | was supposed to make in person,
Since | wasn't there to $ill In the gaps, Walt wondered 1{ parts had
been puzzlling. As | understand It, the letter had not even been open-
ed, however, since It was not knawn 1t was ot an open nature, and not
speciftlcally tor me.

We qot out the ladder and Morojo cliimbed up to the meuthplece--
oops, Art, forgot we had to stlick to the unvarnlished tacts--| mean, at
this poeint Morojo raised on her tip toes to talk to her long-distance
love-11te, Bob Tucker. Betore she had hardly had time to say hello,
Walt tiebscher cut In...then Abby Lu...and a moment later, greetings
trom Al Ashley.

Seems |like Phil took back the phone, tound out 27 had attended.
About thls time some +trantlc business began of writing down a number
at our end ot the Ilne. As | check on the sidewall by the phone | sece
it Is still scrawled there: 23860.

! took the phone under the Impresslion Tucker was on the ather end
and shouted "Hi, Tuck!™ but "twas Walt Instead and | changed my tune
te "Hi, Rooster!™ then launched into a condensed tirade about why the
heeck hadn't he sz2nt me the books | asked a favor of him some months a-
go. | don't recall his answer, 1f any. He went on to tell me they
ware putting out Chantlecleer. Pages were strewn all around the tloor
at that very moment. { asked It there'd still be time for me to get
In the artlcle he'd asked me tor. He sald yes. | sald | hoped |'d be
able to write It the day after next. But | still havent't been able.

Somewhere along the 1lne | recall telling someone about other
fans who were here In the clubroom: Fran Laney...]Joe Gibson...Sam
Russell. Paul Freehafer walked 1n 1n the midst of the telephonlicontu-
slon and was rushed over to talk to--whe$

About here, hasty plans were made to call back--that Is, tor us
to call baek. A week later we recelved thls postcard: "That was o
nice phone calll" Signed Boob Tucker, Al Ashley, Abby Lu, "Thelma®,
"Tucker’s Mode ", Walt Liebscher, and Jack Wizdenbeck, who added, “Es-
pecially the call back--you tlght wadst" Explanatlon: That wasn't
why we didn't call back: On checkling with Long Distance, we tound we
we wouldn'tive been able to get you guys again till about one a.m.ll
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